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“With Jesus as our guide and walking by our side, we learn to love and love to learn.”

Introduction
This homework policy is designed to provide clear guidance to teachers, parents, and students regarding the expectations and purposes of homework at St. Cecilia's Catholic Primary School. Our aim is to ensure homework is meaningful, relevant, and enhances students' learning experiences, thus reflecting the outstanding practices outlined by Ofsted in relation to the 2014 National Curriculum.
Rationale
Homework plays a vital role in consolidating learning and fostering students’ independence and resilience. It is essential that homework tasks are purposeful, aligned with the curriculum, and tailored to meet the diverse needs of our learners.
Aims of Homework
1. Reinforcement of Learning: To consolidate and extend learning undertaken in school.
2. Skill Development: To enhance skills in areas such as literacy, numeracy, and creativity.
3. Independence and Responsibility: To nurture students’ ability to manage their time and work independently.
4. Parental Engagement: To involve parents and guardians in their child's education and foster a supportive learning environment at home.
5. Preparation for Future Learning: To prepare students for future educational demands and develop life-long learning habits.
Homework Expectations
Frequency and Duration
1. Nursery and Reception (EYFS): 
a. Homework is primarily based on play-based activities that reinforce learning.
b. Recommended time: Approximately 15-20 minutes a week.
2. Key Stage 1 (Years 1-2): 
a. Regular reading; sight words and phonics; simple maths activities; creative activities linked to other curriculum areas.
b. Recommended time: Approximately 1 hour a week, split into small tasks.
3. Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6): 
a. Daily reading; spelling & handwriting practice; online maths tasks, x tables and project-based assignments linked to the wider curriculum.
b. Recommended time: Approximately 1-2 hours a week, depending on the year group.
Types of Homework
· Reading: Daily reading is highly encouraged for all year groups.
· Mathematics: Consolidation of skills learned in class, in KS2 through Freckle online. X tables via TT Rockstars.
· Spelling and Handwriting: Weekly spelling lists (KS1 & 2 via Spelling Frame online). Children will practice their handwriting at home, which will include writing out sentences that include their weekly spellings.
· Projects and Independent Research: Termly projects to develop research and presentation skills linked to an area of the curriculum they are studying.
· Creative Tasks (EYFS): Opportunities for students to express their understanding in a variety of forms.
Setting and Collecting Homework
1. Teachers: It is the responsibility of teachers to set appropriate homework based on the needs of their pupils, providing clear instructions. Homework will be given out every Monday and due in the following Monday.
2. Feedback: Homework will be reviewed and feedback given to support ongoing learning. Constructive feedback should encourage and inform students’ future tasks. In KS2, children will receive immediate feedback online. Teachers will keep a record of homework received each week, and parents will be informed during parents’ evenings of how their child is doing.
3. Rewards: To further motivate students, rewards such as certificates, stickers, or points in a classroom reward system will be given for consistent homework completion and effort. This is in line with our Positive Behaviour Policy "First Attention to Best Conduct."
Communication with Parents
This policy has been reviewed and rewritten after seeking parents & staff views on homework.  
1. Guidance: Yearly informational letters outlining homework expectations will be provided to parents, along with resources to assist them in supporting their child’s work at home (class pages on the school's website).
Monitoring and Evaluation
1. Review of Policy: This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it reflects best practices and meets the needs of the school community.
2. Feedback Mechanism: Regular surveys will be conducted to gather feedback from students, parents, and staff regarding homework practices.
Summary of Expectations
According to the latest framework from Ofsted, outstanding schools:
1. Ensure homework enhances pupils' learning experiences.
2. Engage parents in their children’s learning through effective communication regarding homework.
3. Foster students’ independence and resilience through well-structured and purposeful assignments.
4. Monitor the impact of homework on learning through regular feedback and adjustments based on performance analytics.
Conclusion
At St. Cecilia's Catholic Primary School, we recognise the importance of homework as a vital component of the learning process. This policy serves as a guideline to create a coherent structure that promotes educational excellence and aligns with the expectations set forth by Ofsted. We are committed to ensuring that homework is a productive and positive experience for all students. 
This framework will guide our approach and provide a consistent system for delivering high-quality homework experiences that support and enhance pupil learning.
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