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	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Locational knowledge
	The UK and the Local Area:
· Describe where the UK is located.
· Name and locate the four countries and some counties in the UK; locate where they live in the UK.
· Relate continent, country, county, city/where you live.
· Identify the UK’s major urban areas and some physical environments (e.g. use a copy of a map of the British Isles and locate and label the main British rivers).

The World and its Continents:
· Locate some countries in Europe and North and South America on a map or atlas.
· Identify the position of the Poles, the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circles using a globe or map.
· Know and talk about where volcanoes and earthquake zones are located in Europe, North America and South America.
· Locate the world’s volcanoes and earthquake zones on maps and globes.
	The UK and the Local Area:
· Describe where the UK is located, and name and locate some major urban areas.
· Locate where they live in the UK using locational terminology (north, south, east, west) and the names of nearby counties.
· Locate and describe some human and physical characteristics of the UK (e.g. use a copy of a map of the British Isles and locate and label the main British rivers. Add the names of settlements at the mouth of the rivers).

The World and its Continents:
· Locate and describe European and North and South American countries and cities using a map or atlas.
· Relate continent, country, state and city.
· Identify states in North America using a map.
· Locate mountainous and coastal areas in Europe and North and South America on a map or atlas.
· Identify the position of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and understand the significance of latitude and longitude (e.g. when locating mountainous and coastal regions on a map).
	The UK and the Local Area:
· Locate the UK’s regions and major cities (e.g. Liverpool, London, Scottish Highlands region).
· Locate and describe some physical environments in the UK (e.g. coastal environments, the UK’s significant rivers and mountains). Explore their similarities, differences and the relationship between their physical nature and weather.

The World and its Continents:
· Locate some major cities and countries of Europe and North and South America on physical and political maps (e.g. United Kingdom). Study the climate and weather in these areas.
· Describe some key physical and human characteristics of Europe and North and South America (e.g. the Alps, the Amazon Rainforest, hurricanes, volcanoes). 
· Locate places studied in relation to the Equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and their latitude and longitude (e.g. produce a world fruit map based around a world map locating the origin of some fruits and relate this to latitude, longitude, the Equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, and climate).
	The UK and the Local Area:
· Recognise broad land-use patterns of the UK (e.g. rivers, city population and agriculture).
· Locate the UK’s major urban areas, knowing some of their distinct characteristics and how some of these have changed over time (e.g. examine pollution and where it comes from, why it happens and its reasons for being more prominent in major urban areas).
· Locate and describe several physical environments in the UK and how they have changed over time (e.g. coastal and mountain environments).

The World and its Continents:
· Locate cities, countries and regions of Europe and North and South America on physical and political maps.
Describe key physical and human characteristics and environmental regions of Europe and North and South America (e.g. compare European and American locations with similar issues regarding coastal erosion and pollution). (Make link to Year 3 Science (Rocks and Soils) when learning about coastal erosion).
Locate places studied in relation to the Equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, latitude and longitude, and relate this to their time zone, climate, seasons and vegetation.

	Understanding place and connections
	· Recognise that there are physical and human differences within countries and continents.
· Name examples of volcanic eruptions and major earthquake disasters.
· Describe and compare the location of the world’s volcanoes and earthquake zones to the location of the UK.
· Show awareness of the physical and human characteristics of a European region and a region in North or South America (e.g. compare the physical and human geography of the UK to that of earthquake zones and volcanic regions in America).
· Describe how some physical processes can cause hazards to people (e.g. study how earthquakes and volcanoes can cause hazards to people).
· Recognise advantages and disadvantages of living in certain environments such as volcanic regions and earthquake zones (e.g. investigate the impacts of the 2011 Japanese earthquake using images and internet research).

	· Describe and compare similarities and differences between some regions in Europe and North or South America (e.g. describe and compare mountainous and coastal areas in these regions).
· Understand how the human and physical characteristics of one region in Europe and North or South America are connected and make it special.
· Understand how physical processes can cause hazards to people (e.g. the effect of erosion near rivers and the coast and the hazard this causes).
· Describe some advantages and disadvantages of living in hazard-prone areas (e.g. living near rivers and the coast).


	
	· Know and share information about a European region and a region in North and South America, and understand that a region such as the Amazon Rainforest is unique.
· Explain how the location and climate of a biome can affect flora and fauna (e.g. forest fires in the Amazon, avalanches in alpine areas).
· Explain some ways a biome (including the oceans) is valuable and under threat from human activity (e.g. deforestation in the Amazon, greenhouse gas emissions, pollution in marine environments (particularly oil spills), the expansion of agriculture and building on green belt areas).
· Understand how human activity is influenced by climate and weather (e.g. the fruit and crops we grow, the response to weather events such as droughts, hurricanes, forest fires, floods, heat waves and cold snaps)..
· Understand hazards from physical environments such as avalanches in mountain regions.
· Identify an important environmental issue.

	· Know information about a region of Europe and North or South America, its physical environment and climate, and economic activity.
· Explain some ways biomes (including the oceans) are valuable, why they are under threat and how they can be protected.
· Understand how human activity is influenced by climate and weather.
· Understand hazards from physical environments and their management, such as coastal erosion and environmental pollution.
· Explain several threats to wildlife/habitats (e.g. the impact of pollution, acid rain and coastal erosion).


	Human, Physical & Environmental geography
	Physical Geography:
· Describe the pattern of hot or cold areas of the world and relate this to the position of the Equator and the Poles.
· Understand why there are few earthquake zones and volcanoes in polar regions by studying the position of plate boundaries.  Compare this to earthquake zones and volcanoes near the Equator (e.g. the Ring of Fire).
· Recognise different natural features and describe them using a range of key vocabulary (e.g. look at the natural features of urban/rural areas situated in earthquake zones and volcanic regions).
· Name some of the processes associated with mountains (e.g. with support make a working model of a volcano. Label with features of a volcano and describe an eruption).
· Recognise natural features such as fold mountains and describe them using a range of key vocabulary.

Human Geography:
· Identify and sequence different human environments (such as the local area) and contrasting settlements (such as a village and a city) (e.g. compare the local area to earthquake zones and volcanic regions).
· Recognise features and some activities that occur in different settlements using a range of key vocabulary (e.g. activities that occur in volcanic regions (e.g. farming)).
· Give reasons why people choose to live in earthquake zones and close to active volcanoes (e.g. soil type and housing).
· Recognise the main land uses within urban areas and the key characteristics of rural areas (e.g. identify some activities that occur in urban/rural areas situated in earthquake zones and volcanic regions).
· Understand the basic human and physical geography of the UK and its contrasting human and physical environments.
· Recognise that some regions are different from others.

	Physical Geography:
· Indicate tropical, temperate and polar climate zones on global maps and describe the characteristics of these zones using appropriate vocabulary. 
· Use simple geographical vocabulary to describe significant physical features (e.g. on a river’s course) and talk about how they change.
· Describe a river and mountain environment in the UK using appropriate geographical vocabulary.
· Describe the water cycle in sequence using appropriate vocabulary and name some of the processes associated with rivers and mountains.

Human Geography
· Identify and sequence a range of settlement sizes from a village to a city.
· Describe the characteristics of settlements with different functions (e.g. coastal towns).
· Use appropriate vocabulary to describe the main land uses within coastal urban areas (e.g. human settlement, transport and recreational) and identify the key characteristics of coastal rural areas (e.g. small population and tourism).
· Understand and describe the basic human and physical geography of the UK and its contrasting human and physical environments to be able to explain why some regions are different than others (e.g. research a coastal locality and make a travel agent style presentation to a group of people to promote the human and physical characteristics of the area and how they combine to form a unique environment). 
	Physical Geography:
· Understand that climate and vegetation are connected in an example of a biome (e.g. the Tropical Rainforest).
· Understand that animals and plants are adapted to the climate.
· Understand that our food is grown in many different countries because of their climate (e.g. create a fruit map poster based around a world map using several fruits and labelling their countries of origin).
· Describe some key physical processes and resulting landscape features (e.g. landscapes formed by erosion).

Human Geography
· Know the journey of how one product gets into their home in detail (e.g. a fruit grown in a different climate).
· Describe some renewable and non-renewable energy sources and the impact of their use on the environment.
· Describe different types of industry currently in the local area and how they impact upon the environment.
· Know where some of our main natural resources come from.
· Understand how a region has changed (e.g. the impact that climate and weather has had over time).
	Physical Geography:
· Understand how climate and vegetation are connected in biomes (e.g. temperate deciduous forest and Mediterranean).
· Describe what the climate of a region is like and how plants and animals are adapted to it (covered in science). 
· Describe and understand a range of key physical processes (e.g. coastal erosion and the water cycle – link to Year 4 geography and science (States of Matter)) and the resulting landscape features (e.g. headlands, bays and rivers).
· Understand how a mountain region was formed (revisit this when locating the source of a river).

Human Geography
· Understand that products we use are imported as well as locally produced.
· Explain how the types of industry in the area have changed over time.
· Understand where our energy and natural resources come from (e.g. the benefits of water in terms of hydraulic power).
· Understand how a region has changed and how it is different from another region of the UK (e.g. explore the human impact of coastal erosion and pollution on these areas).

	Geographical skills
	· Practise geographical skills through using maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate features studied (locate volcanoes and earthquakes on a range of maps).

· Relate oblique and vertical aerial photographs and plan perspectives to landmarks and basic human and physical features.
· Locate themselves and identify features on large-scale local maps, relating to the environment.

· Observe, identify and discuss local features and scenes.
· Collect information about features by undertaking interviews with local people. 
· Make and record reasoned judgements about features and scenes.

· Use the eight points of the compass to build upon knowledge of the wider world (e.g. locate volcanoes and earthquakes using compass points (e.g. Mount Etna is in East Italy)).
· Revisit using two figure grid references on a map. Use them to orienteer and be introduced to four figure grid references (to locate volcanoes and earthquakes).

· Plan a route from one area to another (e.g. from one volcanic region to another).
· Make sketch maps and plans of real places, adding information and annotations to features and scenes on these plans and maps.

	· Use maps to focus on countries, cities and regions in Europe.

· Relate oblique and vertical aerial photographs and plan perspectives to landmarks, basic human and physical features and sites beyond.
· Locate themselves and identify features on large-scale local maps, relating to the environment and orienteering to the area.

· Observe, identify and discuss local features and scenes.
· Collect numerical data relevant to their investigations.
· Measure information about the environment using prepared instruments. 
· Make and record reasoned judgements about physical and human features.

· Practise using the eight points of a compass and use four figure grid references on a map and to orienteer. Be introduced to six figure grid references.

· Use base maps to create their own maps of a region.
· Record information, annotations and selected data on maps.
· Use different media to present tourist information.



	· Use maps and atlases to locate different countries, regions, oceans and habitats.
· Use mapping skills to locate countries and describe features. 

· Relate oblique and vertical aerial photographs and plan perspectives to where they are, landmarks, basic human and physical features and sites beyond.
· Locate themselves and identify features on maps of different scales, relating to the environment and orienteering to the area

· Observe, identify, analyse and discuss aspects of areas being studied.
· Collect and record numerical data relevant to their investigations.
· Measure information about the environment using instruments. 
· Make and record reasoned judgements about physical and human features in the local and wider area.

· Practise using the eight points of a compass, revisit and use four and six-figure grid references, and use symbols and keys to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom (Liverpool) and the wider world.

· Visit a deciduous forest or woodland to find out about the native trees of our temperate forest biome.
· Use a range of different base maps to create their own detailed maps of a region.
· Record information, annotations and data on maps.
· Present findings using a range of digital technologies.

	· Develop their map skills using physical and political maps and carry out research to discover cities, countries and regions around the world.

· Relate oblique and vertical aerial photographs and plan perspectives to where they are, landmarks, basic human and physical features and the wider area.
· Locate themselves and identify physical and human features on maps of different scales, relating to the environment and orienteering to the area

· Observe, identify, analyse and discuss aspects of areas being studied, making comparisons.
· Collect, record and analyse numerical data relevant to their investigations.
· Measure information about the environment using carefully selected instruments. 
· Make and record reasoned judgements about physical, human and environmental features in the local and wider area.

· Apply their knowledge of the eight points of a compass and confidently use four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom (Liverpool) and the wider world.

· Learn to read a range of different types of maps and create their own. 
· Use Ordnance Survey maps to read and produce their own detailed maps. 
· Confidently observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.


	Fieldwork
	Fieldwork Opportunities:
Explore and investigate the use of rocks in the local area. Pupils to study buildings (e.g. church, library), pavements, driveways etc, on Green Lane. They will identify the main groups of rocks (igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary) and take pictures using iPads. 
Back in school, link photographs to a local map of the school. Find out more about the different types of rock and their durability for outdoor use.

Use fieldwork to observe, record and present the human and physical features of the school’s grounds and in the local area using a range of methods, including interviews with locals, annotated sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
	Fieldwork Opportunities:
Visit the River Alt and conduct a study of the size of river sediment at three different locations along the river. Mersey Rivers to support.

Back in school, analyse these findings and what they infer about erosion as a river travels further downstream.

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features of the school’s grounds and in the local area using a range of methods, including interviews with locals, annotated sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

	Fieldwork Opportunities:
When rain is forecast, collect rainfall over a week by digging a hole in the school allotment and burying a rain gauge, leaving 5cm sticking out of the ground. Measure the rainfall collected at the same time each day and compare this data to rainfall levels around the country (this information can be taken from the Met Office). Write a short paragraph about this in books.

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record, present and explain information about the changing locality, using a range of graphs and written media, including interviews with locals, population data and use of land in the school locality. Make comparisons with old maps, data and photographs. 


	Fieldwork Opportunities:
Visit Formby to learn about coastal change. 
Southport Eco Centre to support.

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record, present and explain information about the changing locality and further afield. Use a range of graphs and written media, including interviews with locals, population data and use of land. Make comparisons with old maps, data and photographs. 






	
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Regions Studied
	Whakaari (White Island) Volcano, New Zealand.
· Pupils identify that this is a stratovolcano/composite volcano.
· Pupils learn how it is located on New Zealand’s coast and is part of the ‘Ring of Fire’ around the Pacific Ocean. 
· Pupils learn that it is situated on one of the most active plate boundaries in the world; where the Pacific plate subducts beneath the Indo-Australian plate.
· Pupils learn about the hazards presented by this volcanic eruption.

	River Severn, United Kingdom
· Pupils research to find out the source of this river, including the height of it above sea level, what it is are marked with and where the river’s water comes from. 
	United Kingdom
· Pupils explore the temperatures and the amount of rainfall in different environments of the UK, and during different seasons. 
· Pupils compare the human features and climate of the United Kingdom to that of South America.
	Fomby, United Kingdom
· Pupils learn about the impact of coastal erosion on this local area.
· Pupils research human installation of sea defences and their advantages and disadvantages. Compare this to North America.


	
	Iceland
· Pupils explore volcanic activity in Iceland by studying Eyjafjallajökull and the Blue Lagoon.
· Pupils learn that this is due to Iceland sitting on top of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge (a deep trench in the ocean floor caused by the separation of the North American and Eurasian tectonic plates).
· Pupils explore the benefits of living in a volcanic area, like Iceland.

	River Thames, United Kingdom
· Pupils research to find out the source of this river, including the height of it above sea level, what it is are marked with and where the river’s water comes from. 
· Pupils research the population in a surrounding city, town and village.

	South America
· Pupils learn about the human and physical features of South America

	California, Los Angeles
· Pupils research human installation of sea defences and their advantages and disadvantages. Compare this to the United Kingdom.


	
	Haiti (North America)
· Pupils learn about the Haiti earthquake (2021), its magnitude and the social and environmental impacts of it.

	River Nile, Egypt
· Pupils research to find out the source of this rivers, including the height of it above sea level, what it is marked with and where the river’s water comes from. 

	Chile, South America
· Pupils compare the human features and climate of South America to that of the United Kingdom.

	

	
	Pazarcik (Europe)
· Pupils learn about the Pazarcik earthquake (2023), its magnitude and the social and environmental impacts of it.

	River Mersey, Liverpool
· Pupils learn about what is found at the mouth of the River Mersey and compare it to a river in Europe.
· Pupils research the population in a surrounding city, town and village.
· Pupils explore different reasons why people live near the River Mersey.

	The Amazon Rainforest, South America
· Pupils learn about the climate and how the native animals are adapted to it.

	

	
	Tohoku, Japan
· Pupils learn about the Tohoku, Japan tsumami (2011), how it was caused and the hazards it presented.

	River Rhine, Rotterdam
· Pupils learn about what is found at the mouth of the River Rhine and compare it to a local river.

	
	

	
	Sumatra, Indonesia
· Pupils learn about the Sumatra, Indonesia tsumami (2004), how it was caused and the hazards it presented.

	River Zambezi, Lusaka
· Pupils research the population in a surrounding city, town and village.

	
	

	
	
	Bangladesh, South Asia
· Pupils learn about flooding that has taken place and consider the hazards that this has presented.
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