St Cecilia’s Junior School
Geography Policy

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, and loves together.

Rationale:
At St Cecilia’s Catholic Junior School, we feel it is important to encourage a curiosity and respect for the world around us and a sense of pride in where we come from. Through our geography curriculum and valuable learning experiences, we prepare our pupils with the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary to make sense of the world and face the challenges that will shape our societies and environments at local, national and global scales. 
Throughout the school, children will learn about diverse cultures, people and places, allowing them to thrive socially, morally, culturally and spiritually. They will explore human and physical features, discuss how these differ across the world and consider the processes that form and change them. 
At our school, we also aim to build upon pupils’ skills, conceptual understanding and use of geographical vocabulary. We believe that this underpins thinking ‘geographically’ about the changing world and will prepare our pupils to live sustainably.

Aims and Objectives:
Through the teaching of geography, we aim to:
· teach the skills and knowledge necessary to develop children as geographers,
· foster children’s sense of wonder at the world around them,
· encourage learning through enquiry-based projects and lessons in order to develop children’s independent research skills,
· help pupils to develop a sense of identity through learning about the UK and its relationship with other countries,
· help pupils to develop their knowledge and understanding of places and themes, including patterns and processes,
· develop an informed concern about the future of our planet,
· enhance children’s sense of responsibility for the care of the earth and its inhabitants, 
· help children understand how to use a range of maps in a variety of different contexts,
· and promote the use of fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human and physical features.  

Curriculum:
At St Cecilia’s, the year is split into three terms. The theme of the Spring Term, ‘Explore’, has a geography focus and is taught in accordance with the National Curriculum.  During the topic, the children embark upon meaningful projects to answer a ‘Big Question’. This will lead to the children exploring real, authentic issues through creative, engaging activities. It will also ensure that the children make progress with regard to locational knowledge, place knowledge, physical and human geography, and geographical skills and fieldwork. Each project is carefully planned and results in an authentic outcome with an authentic audience. 
Geography is taught using a variety of teaching and learning styles. We use whole-class teaching (to acquire knowledge), group work (to foster collaboration, support and teamwork), independent work (to promote creativity) and enquiry-based research activities (to encourage children to ask and answer geographical questions). Some elements of geography are also taught through cross-curricular topics such as English, history, science and computing to ensure coverage/progression of the knowledge and skills across year groups. 
In lessons, pupils will have the opportunity to use statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs and will explore a range of maps in different contexts. Computing will be utilised to access mapping software and to conduct research around topics being studied.

Differentiation and Assessment:
St. Cecilia’s staff set high expectations for all children and plan to ensure that there are no barriers to every child achieving. We use the geography milestones when planning to ensure activities are meaningful and purposeful. The geography subject leader has also decided the key, ‘crucial’ knowledge that needs to be remembered in order for progress to be made, allowing teachers to spend more time making sure the children know what they need to know, can make links and are able to recap on it through spaced repetition. 
Ongoing formative assessment in geography leads to action by the teacher to provide feedback or identify if the pupil needs to revisit, consolidate or move on (RCM). Staff use this information to inform their short- term planning and interventions, enabling us to provide the best possible support for all our pupils, including the most able.
Pupils will also be given pre and post assessment tasks. The pre-assessment task will take place at the beginning of the topic to assess how much learning has been retained, informing teachers’ future planning. This task is explicit in children’s books and data obtained is for teachers’ and the subject leader’s use. A post assessment task will take place in the last week of the geography topic being studied. It will assess if what has been taught has been learnt, be recorded in pupils’ books and be used by teachers and the geography subject leader.
Pupils with SEND:
Differentiated quality first teaching is a priority for all pupils in our school including those with SEND. Our accountability as teachers for the progress and development of SEND learners is reflected in our methods to remove barriers to learning by making adaptations to the planning and delivery of Geography lessons to meet the needs of our SEND learners. We have high aspirations and a clear understanding of our SEND learners’ individual needs which are recorded in pupil profiles visible in all books; we choose and plan activities and experiences for our SEND learners based on these, in order to achieve the best possible outcomes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Geography we use maps are enlarged; audio used instead of reading; visual pictures; geographical symbols; keyboard used to remove barriers to learning; differentiated questioning; deployment of support staff; accessible reading materials; alternative vocabulary; word banks; awareness of seating arrangements needed to meet the needs of the child and where necessary, additional risk assessments for pupils with SEND when going on fieldtrips/residentials.

Health and Safety Guidelines:
When planning fieldwork, all teachers are required to gain permission from the Head teacher before confirming a booking. The teachers must also complete a risk assessment, even if it is a site they have visited previously. Teachers should refer to the school’s Health and Safety Policy and the safety procedures recommended in the DfE’s ‘Health and Safety on Educational Visits’ guidelines. Please see The School Outings and Health and Safety Policies for more details on planning a trip.
Resources:
Our school provides the children with access to a variety of resources to aid their learning. This includes atlases, globes, maps, photographs, compasses, measuring equipment, geographical books and games. These resources can be found in each classroom with additional resources supplied by the coordinator when required. 

Subject Leader Responsibility:
The geography subject leader is responsible for supporting the development of geography and its provision throughout the school. They will monitor the standard of teaching and learning through book scrutinies and lesson observations, ensuring that colleagues are supported with the teaching of the subject and relevant CPD is provided. The lead will also seek opportunities to enrich pupils’ learning through educational visits, opportunities for fieldwork and access to resources.

