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Mission Statement
 

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, and loves together.

Library Policy
2021.

"School libraries should be a focal point for a school. In a school library there should be the resources to support every aspect of school life: every project, books to support sport, dancing, art, music; and it should also be the place to go for stories and poems. It should be an unmissable, unavoidable place."

Michael Rosen, Children's Laureate 2007 - 2009


1. Our Philosophy:

    As a school we believe our school library is an expression of the ethos and values of the school community and continually evolves to respond to the learning and teaching needs of our whole school. Our library provision is also concerned with equality and social inclusion, and through the school library, all pupils have access to learning resources for the entirety of their school career, creating confident, enthusiastic readers and independent learners.
2. Our Aims are that our school library will:

· Be lively, welcoming and well-stocked and provide all pupils with broad positive experiences of books, computers and other media. 
· Be a centre for learning and English development which supports the process of children’s learning and discovery.
· Provide a balance of different types of books that will develop and extend children’s language, experience and knowledge.
· Support children’s reading habit so that children will regard reading as an enjoyable, interesting, purposeful, relevant and a worthwhile activity, now and throughout their lives.
· To celebrate reading, both within our school and the wider community.
· Be an effective and economic shared resource.

3. Strategies to achieve our aims:

Access and use of the Library:
· All children, teachers, staff, students and parents are able to use the library as a resource freely. Timetables are made clear to children, staff and parents as to when they can visit. In addition there is a whole school timetable for class use of the library and for parents to visit with their children. Themed book weeks are planned throughout the year and story- telling takes place.

Location:
· The Library is located in the annexe above the stage; access is by stairs.  The area is furnished attractively and boasts cushioned sofa areas, colourful mats, shelves with display and tables that support collaboration. Factual and fictional books, magazines and e readers can be found inside.
· The library is utilised on a daily basis by TAs supporting groups of children in their learning.
· The Library provides a child friendly ‘Library Experience’ through the organisation of the fiction books being book banded through the Accelerated Reader program in ZPD order.
· Baskets provide more focused storage for learning materials, such as ‘Books for Boys` or ‘Poetry’.
· Posters give children further support in using the library independently.
· Promotion of different authors are displayed and updated regularly.
· Children’s learning is also displayed in the library.

Classroom Libraries:
· There are class libraries in each class. The care of these are the responsibility of the class teachers and pupils and are book banded the same as the school library to ensure continuity. Teachers are encouraged to display books in ways which will interest the children e.g. recommended reads are clearly identifiable with laminated balloons.
· All classrooms have attractive reading areas which invite the children to spend time in. 
· On a weekly basis, we receive a ‘First News’ newspaper that the school subscribes to. The newspapers are displayed in the classroom library and can be borrowed and returned at any time.

Loan System:
· A ticket system for loans is in place like that used in a public library. Children who do not return their books after three weeks receive a reminder letter to take home. The Library Co-ordinator is responsible for distributing reminder letters. A box is located in every classroom for returning Library books.

New Books:
· All new books are stamped with the school stamp and then book banded according to our Assertive Mentoring Scheme.
· New purchases of fiction and non-fiction have recently re-stocked the Library.
· Fundraising events and available budget will support further purchases.

Home reading Libraries/Guided reading Libraries:
· Located outside of the staffroom are home reading books (Oxford Reading Tree). All staff, parent volunteers and all pupils access this area.  These books are all book banded using the Accelerated Reader system. This area is also used as a ‘Reading Snug’ where children can sit in a tranquil reading area.
· Around the school are designated areas for storing Bug Club guided reading books. Only staff are allowed to access these books at present, as we have heavily invested in a rich collection of engaging, guided reads and care of these is essential for future use. Fully decodable books can be found on the year 3 corridor which support our phonics teaching. Bug club guided reads also stretch to greater depth so as to engage our gifted and talented children with the reading materials they need.
· Online reading is promoted across all year groups as another resource to promote ‘Reading for Pleasure’. Every child has their own virtual book case where they can access books, earn points and as an incentive build an avatar. Online assessment focussed questions also provide a parent/teacher check of the child’s understanding of the books allocated to them. In addition to this, children now access an online quiz after they have read their reading book to assess their understanding.  They are given immediate, positive feedback in the form of a TOPs report.  Laptops, Classroom, Library and ICT room computers provide children with no internet access at home to read online in school.


4. Staffing:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]The English Co-ordinator has the responsibility of the library and the co-ordination of its use. It is managed by Mrs Agger, Mrs Manning and Mrs Thomas who are allocated time to maintain the upkeep of the room. Through goodwill, some staff manage the running of the library and support the children with their choices of books.

5. Library Support:

· Parents/Grandparents are encouraged to volunteer to take on the running of the home reading library and the Co-ordinator/Class teacher explains the procedures. Trained children are also encouraged to help under supervision.
· Year 6 Librarians along with Reading Ambassadors also take a leading role in maintaining the Library and distributing and collecting in books.


6.Community Links

· Staff, Parents, Grandparents and Governors work together to promote ‘Reading for Pleasure’ and through planned, themed story weeks, the children experience story telling by one of our community visitors or even the site manager! (See website for photos) Parents, Grandparents and Governors also volunteer to hear our children read on a one to one and in small groups, supporting them with their decoding and fluency in reading.
· Links with both the local library and central library provide further choice of books for our children and planned, regular class visits encourage our children to be independent readers, growing up ‘Reading for Pleasure’.
· Close links with Irene Mandelkow, (Senior Children’s Liverpool Librarian) helps keep the school updated with the local reading initiatives in our city. 
· Visits from authors, poets and playwrights promote reading for pleasure.
· Our community notice board is regularly updated with the most current reading initiatives; likewise is the school website.


7. Resources:

Funding for the library is included in the annual English budget. Where funding is used to select new books, selection is based on consultation and books are then selected, with consideration to suitability, quality of presentation, value for money, equal opportunities and multiculturalism. Funding is also used for the maintenance and replacement of books. The purchasing of books is made through catalogues, book exhibitions, book fairs, book clubs and trips by the children to major retailers.

8. Outcomes:

The library is a key resource which contributes to: 
· Enjoyment
· Achievement
· The development of Key Skills
· Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship education
·  Community Cohesion

New initiatives include:
· A reward system for `Top Users’.
· A `Comments board ’- providing an opportunity for children to share their views and recommendations.
· An area in the library to display books that are linked to the topics being taught in each year group reflecting the recent changes to the National Curriculum and change them on a termly basis.
· An outside magazine and comic box for children to access at play time and at lunch time.
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