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Mission Statement
 

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, and loves together.
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“Explicit knowledge of grammar is very important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. Building this knowledge is best achieved through a focus on grammar within the teaching of reading, writing and speaking.”

(National Curriculum 2014)


The teaching of Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation.

“Explicit knowledge of grammar is very important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. Building this knowledge is best achieved through a focus on grammar within the teaching of reading, writing and speaking.”   (National Curriculum 2014) 

The importance of grammar and punctuation to the curriculum
 
Grammar is concerned with the way in which sentences are used in spoken language, in reading and in writing. Sentences are the construction which help give words their sense. The purpose of grammar teaching is to enable pupils to become conscious of patterns of language which they can apply in their own work to enhance meaning. The purpose of punctuation is to clarify the meaning of texts. Readers use punctuation to help make sense of written texts while writers use punctuation to help communicate intended meaning to the reader.
 
Strategy for implementation
 
Entitlement and curriculum provision
 
The National Curriculum gives a developmental programme for the introduction and acquisition of knowledge about grammar and punctuation. Our English lessons are used for the practical development of this knowledge through explicit teaching methods.
 
Teaching and Learning
 
To teach pupils about grammar and punctuation, the emphasis is on the close consideration of examples of language in use, including pupils’ own writing and the exploration of language as a system. The aim is to develop pupils’ curiosity about language and their capacity to observe and reflect, which will in turn enable them to develop more control and choice in their use of language.
 



The role of the teacher:
· To provide direct teaching and accurate modelling;
· To provide resources and an environment which promotes a developing understanding of grammar and punctuation;
· To observe pupils, monitor progress and determine targets for development;
· To have punctuation pyramids visible in classrooms as a visual prompt.

Grammar is not about learning terminology. The use of terms to discuss language is helpful but is not an end in itself. Many pupils become adept at repeating terms they have heard, but remain unable to transfer grammatical knowledge into independent reading and writing.
 
Within the teaching sequences, shared reading and writing provides a helpful context for the discussion and demonstration of grammatical features at word level (morphology), sentence level (syntax) and text level (conventions of style and organisation).
 
Modelled writing gives opportunities for the pupils to focus on specific aspects of grammar and punctuation, while the group/independent sessions provide helpful contexts for investigations and application of grammatical knowledge in pupils’ own writing.
 
The National Curriculum offers many opportunities to revisit and consolidate particular aspects of work at sentence level. Teachers will distinguish between the teaching objectives listed for a particular term and the learning objectives for individual pupils or groups of pupils.
 
 
Continuity and Progression
 
 
Year 3 and 4
In Year 3 and 4, pupils are introduced to the grammatical functions of different types of words and they begin to explore how sentences are constructed. The emphasis here is not about grammatical labelling (the naming of parts of speech) but on discovering their function, i.e. what words can be made to do. Explicit teaching of a wider range of punctuation marks occurs and this is reflected by their use in pupils’ writing. However, care should be taken that punctuation is taught within the context of what is being read and what the pupils need to use in their own writing.

Year 5 and 6 
In Year 5 and 6 this basic knowledge is extended through the close reading and discussion of carefully chosen examples from a range of text-types. In their writing, pupils are encouraged to draw on this understanding to develop a sense of style, to experiment with the construction of complex sentences and to restructure sentences for clarity and effect. This will necessitate the use of a wider range of punctuation marks, including punctuation within a sentence.
  
Assessment and recording
Assessment of grammar and punctuation is mainly undertaken using our marking policy. Work in English sessions will focus on key learning objectives about grammar and punctuation and on pupils' errors as they arise. SPAG tests will be used throughout KS2 and scores recorded.  An interactive program allows the children to access grammar and punctuation learning at home.

Grammar Hammer
Assertive Mentoring grammar lessons are taught in each year group.  Each week the children will complete a 25 question ‘grammar hammer’ check with support from the teacher/LSA.  Mistakes and misconceptions are addressed and any major errors consistent across the class are subsequently planned for in the upcoming English weekly lessons.  The following week, the children will complete the same check unaided to show progress.  Children’s scores are recorded by the teacher.

SEND
Differentiated quality first teaching is a priority for all pupils in our school including those with SEND. Our accountability as teachers for the progress and development of SEND learners is reflected in our methods to remove barriers to learning by making adaptations to the planning and delivery of grammar and punctation lessons to meet the needs of our SEND learners. We have high aspirations and a clear understanding of our SEND learners’ individual needs which are recorded in pupil profiles visible in all books; we choose and plan activities and experiences for our SEND learners based on these, in order to achieve the best possible outcomes.
In grammar and punctuation, we use differentiated questioning; deployment of support staff; accessible reading materials; alternative vocabulary; word banks; writing scaffolds; memory prompt to help ensure that all children make progress.
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