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Mission Statement
 

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, and loves together.

Phonics and Spelling Policy
2021.

‘’ pupils who are still struggling to decode need to be taught to do this urgently through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly with their peers. If they cannot decode independently and fluently, they will find it increasingly difficult to understand what they read and to write down what they want to say.”
(National Curriculum 2014)



 1. Our Philosophy:
    As a school we believe that it is essential that pupils whose decoding skills are poor are taught through a rigorous and systematic phonics programme so that they catch up rapidly with their peers in terms of their decoding and spelling. We strive to ensure by the end of year 6, pupils’ reading and writing should be sufficiently fluent and effortless for them to manage the general demands of the curriculum in year 7, across all subjects and not just in English.

2. Our Aims for teaching phonics: 
If children are to develop as competent readers and writers, it is vitally important that they have a secure knowledge and understanding of the letter sounds and systems of the English language.

· To close any gaps in the children’s knowledge and application of phonics.
· To ensure that our children develop as competent readers and writers.
· To equip the children with a secure knowledge of the letter sounds and spelling system of the English language.
· To develop their phonic skills in a systematic way.
· To establish consistent practice, progression and continuity in the teaching and learning of phonics in Key Stage 2. 

3. Strategies to achieve our aims in Phonics at St Cecilia’s.
   Teaching and Learning 
· Phonics is taught across all 4 year groups using the Read, Write Inc scheme.
· Training and support for staff who provide phonics teaching for children is available through weekly meetings with the phonics leader.
· High quality, systematic phonics sessions are delivered multiple times per week, following the Read, Write Inc scheme following entry assessment.
· Lessons are active and well-paced, thus ensuring the engagement of all children.
· High quality resources, including games and decodable books are included to ensure children make progress during and after the sessions.
· Use multi-sensory approaches which take account of different learning styles including visual, auditory and kinaesthetic.
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4. Planning and Organisation

· Following entry assessment, children are grouped according to their needs.
· A timetable is in place for all phonics sessions.
· Fully decodable books are used to practise their new skills.
· Phonics teaching staff meet weekly to for coaching session with the phonics leader.
· Children are assessed regularly and their progress recorded.  Children who have made progress will be regrouped.

5. Spelling

· Spelling is taught with word lists provided by assertive mentoring.  Spelling is taught in three discrete lessons whilst an emphasis on cursive handwriting is also promoted alongside.
· At St Cecilia’s we follow the statutory requirements from the English National Curriculum 2014 which state that the word lists for all of KS2 should be taught by the end of year 6. 
· Spelling objectives from the English National Curriculum 2014 are taught and G&T children access the spellings from the years above. 
· Homework is given regularly (see homework policy). Spelling is taught in a fun and interactive way so as to engage our children and support their learning. 
· Spelling games in ‘Bug Club’ and ‘Spelling Frame’ are used to teach the children spelling patterns and rules.

6. SEND
Differentiated quality first teaching is a priority for all pupils in our school including those with SEND. Our accountability as teachers for the progress and development of SEND learners is reflected in our methods to remove barriers to learning by making adaptations to the planning and delivery of phonics and spelling lessons to meet the needs of our SEND learners. We have high aspirations and a clear understanding of our SEND learners’ individual needs which are recorded in pupil profiles visible in all books; we choose and plan activities and experiences for our SEND learners based on these, in order to achieve the best possible outcomes.
In phonics, we ensure that all children receive differentiated teaching which address the individual needs of each child in line with the stage of phonics they find themselves in.  Reading books are linked to the phonics stage also.
In spellings, children receive differentiated spelling lists which allow them to progress and learning spelling patterns which boosts both reading and writing.

7. Gifted and Talented
The most able children within our school, including those children who are Gifted and Talented, are identified so that their individual needs are acknowledged. Planning attempts to ensure that the level of challenge is appropriate to their specific needs. When needed, teachers will dip into the following years spelling objectives and word lists from the National Curriculum 2014.
(See G&T policy)
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