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Mission Statement
 

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, and loves together.


Our Policy for Writing 2021.

“The greater part of writing is daydreaming, dreaming the dream of my story, until it hatches out. I love finishing it and then holding it in my hand and sharing my dream with my readers.”
· Michael Morpurgo



1. Our Philosophy:
    As a school we believe that that learning to write is an excellent and enjoyable experience for everyone. The process of learning to write should be both inspiring and challenging and enable our children to become motivated and adept writers in any given situation. This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of writing at St Cecilia’s Catholic Junior School. Our school policy for writing reflects national and local guidance and best practice and the implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the staff.

2. Our Aims for teaching writing: 

· We want our children to be enthusiastic and independent writers who by the end of their primary education, are able to write fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. 
· Enjoy writing.
· See themselves as good writers.
· Use the common conventions of writing, including grammar, punctuation and spelling.
· Write in different contexts and for different purposes and audiences, including themselves.
· Work both individually and collaboratively on written tasks.
· Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed.
As a school we plan and teach to meet or exceed the Statutory requirements laid out in the New National Curriculum 2014.
To be ‘secondary ready’ at the end of Key Stage 2, we aim to:
Lower Key Stage 2: Years 3&4
Our children will be taught how to plan their writing by: 
· discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas.

Draft and write by:
 ● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures,
 ● organising paragraphs around a theme,
 ● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot,
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]
	
Evaluate and edit by:

 ● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements using a co-operative feedback approach,

● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences,

 ● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors,

● read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.

Handwriting
Our children will be taught to:
· use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined
· increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]
· Pen licences are awarded to children who are consistently using accurate joined handwriting. 
· Blue berol pens are used when children have achieved a pen licence.



Upper Key Stage 2: Years 5&6
Our children will be taught how to plan their writing by: 
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own.
●noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed,
Draft and write by:
●selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning.
●in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action,
●précising longer passages,
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs,
●using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]
Evaluate and edit by:
· assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing using a co-operative feedback approach,
· proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning,
· ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing,
· ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register,
· proofread for spelling and punctuation errors, 
· perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear.

Handwriting and presentation
Pupils will be taught to write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:
· choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters,
· choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.
· Pen licences are awarded to children who are consistently using accurate joined handwriting. 
· Blue ink pens are used when children have achieved a pen licence.

3. Strategies to achieve our aims in writing at St Cecilia’s.
· Medium term and weekly planning ensures full coverage of the New National Curriculum requirements in writing.
· 5 x 1 hour lessons of English are taught a week, 
· Extended Writing and Assessment focussed Comprehensions are taught on alternate weeks,
· Reading into writing is promoted and rigorously planned for. At St Cecilia’s we follow the Immerse, Analyse, Write approach. 
· Each year group studies different genres within a 2-3 week block.

Non-Fiction Text Blocks
An initial write in the text type/similar text type already covered and a quality mark of this against prior learning, will ensure that the work is focused on the identified gaps in learning and gives a rounded view to the block, with the opportunity for children to review and reflect on their work and understand how
they have improved in this text type.
· Immerse 3-4 days
This is when the children get to see and engage with different examples of
the text type.
· Analyse 1-2 days
This is the time to identify the key features of the text type through discussion and text marking.

· Write 5 days
· Teacher models how to plan an example of the text type, using all the elements captured in the Immerse and Analyse days.
· The children will plan for the different example they will be writing in the text type.
· Teacher models how to write the introduction for their plan and the children begin to write their introductions.
· Teacher models how to improve their introduction and then the children do likewise.  
· Teacher models the next couple of key features of the text type; children do likewise.
· Teacher models improving the text, children have a go for themselves.
· Teacher models writing the ending for the text type and re-evaluates it against success criteria already agreed and shown on working wall.
· Depending on the text type, there may be time to repeat this process again to produce 2 or 3 examples written by the children, with the amount of scaffolding being reduced each time. 

Fiction Text Blocks

An initial write in the text type/ similar text type already covered and a quality mark of this against prior learning, will ensure that the work is focused on the
identified gaps in learning and gives a rounded view to the block, with the opportunity for children to review and reflect on their work and understand how
they have improved in this text type.

Immerse 3-4 days
This is when the children get to engage with the text. This may be one longer
text/ discussion of synopsis of different texts by the same author/different
versions of the same story/different stories in the same text type to draw
comparisons from. A film version of a longer text is also a good way to cover
a whole novel in 3-4 sessions.

Analyse 1-2 days
This is the time to identify the key features of the text type through discussion and text marking.
Looking at the events in the story/stories shared.
Identifying interesting language/improving the text and the importance of
word order to convey meaning/tension in the writing (as applicable).
How setting impacts on events.
This will lead to shared understanding of what a good one looks like and
should be used to structure and assess the effectiveness of all their writing
in this text type.

Write 5 days
· Teacher models how to plan an example of the text type, using all the elements captured in the Immerse and Analyse days.  
· The children have a go at writing a plan for the different example they will be writing in the text type.
· Teacher models how to write the introduction for their example and the children do likewise.
· Teacher models how to improve their plan/introduction and then the children do likewise.
· This approach continues throughout the writing process.
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5. Cross curricular opportunities
Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum, with a particular focus in our school of writing through all subject areas where the same standard of writing is expected as seen in English books. 
Opportunities across KS2 for applying the skills in writing across the curriculum can be found as an attachment to this policy.
●Authors/Poets/Script writers are promoted at St Cecilia’s and links have been made with these for future visits.

6. The use of ICT
We recognise the important role Computing can play in our school in the development of English skills.   ICT based resources can be used as a writing tool for children who find writing difficult.  Interactive white boards are used in every classroom as an English teaching tool and to engage children into text. 
7. Links with parents

· Practical leaflets are provided for parents to support writing at home.  Parent workshops provide an opportunity for parents to see how writing is taught in school whilst also allowing them to continue these practices at home.
· The children’s writing work is celebrated by being displayed on the school website as well as the school Twitter account.
· Writing targets are shared and progress meetings are held with parents.
· Homework is given regularly (see homework policy).
· Regular notices are posted on the website, Twitter and Parent App informing parents of writing clubs, library opening times, half term reading activities and any local initiatives which promote writing.
· Visits to school from poets and writers are promoted and planned for on a yearly cycle and where possible link with the genres being taught.

8. Gifted and Talented
Provisions are made for children identified as gifted and talented in writing. Extensions and differentiated activities are planned for and can be found on the weekly planning sheets. Classroom challenge areas also offer children an alternative resource. Gifted and talented children are tracked and discussion of their progress takes place during pupil progress meetings.
 (See G&T policy)
9. SEND
Differentiated quality first teaching is a priority for all pupils in our school including those with SEND. Our accountability as teachers for the progress and development of SEND learners is reflected in our methods to remove barriers to learning by making adaptations to the planning and delivery of writing lessons to meet the needs of our SEND learners. We have high aspirations and a clear understanding of our SEND learners’ individual needs which are recorded in pupil profiles visible in all books; we choose and plan activities and experiences for our SEND learners based on these, in order to achieve the best possible outcomes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In writing, we provide accessible reading materials; alternative vocabulary; word banks; writing scaffolds; memory prompt and adult support to allow children to access the curriculum and make progress.  In writing, PIVATS are used to assess, plan for learning and track and measure small steps of attainment and progress.
10. Equal Opportunities
All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background.	

11. Assessment and target setting
Writing will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy. 

S McCann
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