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Mission Statement
 

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, and loves together.

Our Policy for Learning to Read and 
Reading for Pleasure 2021.

‘Reading feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.’
(National Curriculum 2014)




 1. Our Philosophy:
    As a school, reading is at the centre of our curriculum.  We believe that through reading, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Reading enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; staff, therefore, strive to enable every child to read to a high standard, regardless of social and economic circumstances, ethnicity, the language spoken at home and special educational needs or disabilities. We endeavour to keep every child’s flame alive in reading for pleasure and become independent, lifelong readers; appreciating our rich and varied literary heritage.

2. Our Aims for teaching reading: 
We want our children to be enthusiastic readers, who, by the end of their primary education, are able to read fluently and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming education.
As a school we plan and teach to meet or exceed the statutory requirements laid out in the New National Curriculum 2014.
To be ‘secondary ready’ at the end of Key Stage 2, we aim to:
Lower Key Stage 2: Years 3&4
· To read books written at an age-appropriate interest level. 
· To read accurately and at a speed that is sufficient for pupils to focus on understanding what they read rather than on decoding individual words. 
· To decode most new words outside their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation to the word’s pronunciation. 
· Develop pupils’ vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their reading, making sure that they become independent, fluent and enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently. 
· Develop their understanding and enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, and learning to read silently. 
· Develop their knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects.
· Justify their views about what they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and increasingly independently by the end of year 4.
	· Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justifying inferences with evidence.

· Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.

· Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these. 

· Identify how language, structure, and presentation contributes to meaning.

· Retrieve and record information.



Upper Key Stage 2: Years 5&6
· To read aloud a wider range of poetry and books written at an age-appropriate interest level with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. 
· Read most words effortlessly and to work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words with increasing automaticity. 
· Prepare readings, with appropriate intonation to show understanding, and be able to summarise and present a familiar story in their own words. 
· Read widely and frequently, outside as well as in school, for pleasure and information. 
· Read silently, with good understanding, inferring the meanings of unfamiliar words, and discuss what they have read.
· Gain knowledge of language, gained from stories, plays, poetry, non-fiction and textbooks, to support their increasing fluency as readers.
3. Strategies to achieve our aims in reading at St Cecilia’s.
· Medium term and weekly planning ensures full coverage of the New National Curriculum requirements in reading.
· Reading into writing is promoted and rigorously planned for. Within phases 1 and 2 of the planning model, shared reading within a whole class context, takes place through the immersion into the text genre being studied. The class teacher makes general, informal assessments, relating to the current reading target during this phase.
· Read, Write Inc is becoming part of our daily reading approach (November 2021) and combines phonics and reading with the aim of improving both decoding and fluency skills. 
· Assessment focus questioning is planned for and evident in Literacy planning. 
· Cross curricular links are currently embedded to ensure reading is practised and developed in all subjects with topic boxes available for many foundation topics. (in line with the NC 2014)
· A variety of books and reading is promoted through our ethos, our physical environment, our curriculum and our teaching.
· Regularly updated classroom libraries.
· Attractive reading areas in every classroom.
· Bug Club e-readers (In school and at home). All children have their own virtual bookshelf. Children’s reading habits and understanding of AF questioning is tracked. Hard copies of all books are also available.
· Accelerated Reader Programme to promote reading for pleasure and comprehension progress hand-in-hand.
· Reading Plus programme to improve reading stamina and speed.
· Promoting the use of the school library, which is at the heart of the school, amongst children, parents, teachers and the wider school community.
· The School Library can be accessed by all children on a set day. A facility to return books regularly has been set up in each classroom.
· Themed Story telling weeks are embedded and staff, parents and the community promote reading for pleasure effectively.
· Authors/Poets/Script writers are promoted at St Cecilia’s and links have been made with these for future visits.
· Book Fair and book bus visits to school.
· Different whole class reads (which are linked to other curriculum areas) are used in every year group and swapped between the two classes.
· Guided reading books are banded according to National Curriculum levels. Guided reading sessions are timetabled, planned and taught daily. With the support of the teacher, the children read one sub level above their NC level and specific AF questions are planned for.
· Children are encouraged to respond daily in their reading diaries to their reading. This builds up a picture of their reading habits and preferences.
· A treasure box of books, magazines and comics is available at play and lunch times.
· Links with local libraries are in place and regular visits are planned for. 

4. SEND
[bookmark: _GoBack]Differentiated quality first teaching is a priority for all pupils in our school including those with SEND. Our accountability as teachers for the progress and development of SEND learners is reflected in our methods to remove barriers to learning by making adaptations to the planning and delivery of reading lessons to meet the needs of our SEND learners. We have high aspirations and a clear understanding of our SEND learners’ individual needs which are recorded in pupil profiles visible in all books; we choose and plan activities and experiences for our SEND learners based on these, in order to achieve the best possible outcomes.  In reading, children access texts which are both suitable to their ability whilst also challenging them to improve.  Children with SEND are heard read every morning and a note is made in their reading records.  PIVATS are used to assess, plan, track and measure small steps of attainment.  Regular contact with parents ensure that in-school practices are mirrored at home.

5. Links with parents

· Practical leaflets are provided for parents to support reading at home.
· Reading targets are shared and progress meetings are held with parents.
· Home/School reading diaries are completed.
· Recommendations are given to parents if requested.
· Parent/Grandparent/Governor volunteers support the school in providing additional reading opportunities for children.
· Reading books are sent home with the child every day. These consist of Oxford Reading Tree, Bug Club, classroom library books and school library books all of which a colour coded and banded in line with ZPDs from Accelerated Reader.
· Children are given several e-books (Bug Club).  If children do not have access to the internet, the school will provide opportunities for this to take place in school or a hard copy of the book can be given.
· Parents/Carers are encouraged to hear their children read on a daily basis and comment in the child’s reading diary.
· Regular notices are posted on the weekly newsletter and website informing parents of local reading clubs, library opening times, half term reading activities and any local initiatives which promote reading for pleasure.
6. Reading Recovery
Children’s reading progress is tracked and monitored and any pupils underachieving are highlighted and supported with daily one to one reading, phonics intervention, guided reading and an intensive reading intervention using ‘fast track’.



7. Gifted and Talented
Children identified as gifted and talented in reading are provided with reading materials from Bug Club to match their level. Recommendations of different books are also made to meet their needs
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