With Jesus as our guide and walking by our side, 
[image: ][image: ]we learn to love and love to learn.St. Cecilia’s Catholic Primary School
Religious Education Newsletter

Branch 1: Creation and Covenant
Here is an overview of the first RE branch, Creation and Covenant, which is being taught from EYFS to Year 5 during the first half of the Autumn term. Year 6 will continue with RE from ‘Come and See’ this year. We encourage you to spend time talking with your child about what they have been learning and to support them with the suggested ‘Learning at Home’ activities. We would love to see these activities shared on our Instagram page: stceciliascps26.
 
EYFS
[image: ]During the first branch, children in EYFS will learn that God lovingly created the world and that everything he made is good and special. They will listen to and explore scripture from Genesis, hearing the story of creation and discovering how God cares for all people and for the world. Through stories, play, prayer and reflection, children will learn that they are loved by God and can show care for others and for creation too. 

[image: ]YEARS 1 AND 2
Our Year 1 children will learn that God created the world out of love and that all creation is precious. They will listen to scripture from the Book of Genesis about the creation of the world and will learn that everything God made is good. Through prayer, storytelling and discussion, children will explore how they can care for God’s world and one another. In Year 2, children will deepen their understanding of God as creator and learn about the special promises God makes. They will listen to the story of Noah and the rainbow which teaches them about God’s covenant of love and care. They will reflect on how they can respond to God’s promises by making good choices and looking after creation and others. 

[image: Grafted-In Theological Musings: Genesis Post 26 - Introduction To ...]YEARS 3 AND 4
[image: ]In Year 3, children will explore what it means to believe in God as the creator and how creation shows God’s love and care for everyone. They will listen to scripture from the Book of Genesis, focusing on the creation stories and what these teach us about God and humanity. They will reflect on their role in caring for the world and living as an integral part of God’s creation. Year 4 will learn about God’s promises and the special relationship that he forms with his people. They will also listen to scripture from Genesis, particularly the story of Abraham, and explore how God makes a covenant and remains faithful to his promises. Children will consider how trust and faith are important in their own relationships with God and others.

[image: ]YEARS 5 AND 6
[image: ]During this branch, Year 5 pupils will deepen their understanding of covenant as a way God guides people in how to live good and faithful lives. They will listen to the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments and will reflect on how God’s laws help people to make moral choices and take responsibility for their actions. In Year 6, the children will make links between the story of the prodigal son and the Christian’s belief in God’s forgiveness. They will describe and show understanding of the scripture, beliefs, feelings and experience of God’s unconditional love and make links between them. They will show understanding of how religious belief in God’s unconditional love shapes life and will give reasons for a Christian’s love and care. They will have opportunities to engage with and respond to questions about loving, in the light of religious teaching. 






HOME LEARNING ACTIVITIES
· Go for a walk and notice different parts of God’s creation (plants, animals, sky, people). Encourage your child to say or write a short prayer thanking God for one thing they noticed.
· Create a collage or model showing something God created (the world, animals, oceans, people) then add a sentence explaining why it is special and how they can care for it.
· Watch a YouTube clip from the Bible (such as Genesis or Noah’s story) and talk about what it teaches us about God’s love and promises.
· Choose one way to care for God’s world at home—recycling, saving water, turning off lights or helping in the garden. 
· Talk about what a promise or covenant means and create a simple promise chart showing one promise they will try to keep (e.g. being kind, helping others, caring for creation).
We would love to see these activities shared on our Instagram page: stceciliascps26.

Key Dates
	1st Sept-4th Oct
	Season of Creation

	8th September
	Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	14th September
	Exaltation of the Holy Cross

	21st September
	International Day of Peace

	2nd October
	Cafod Harvest Fast Day

	4th October
	Feast of St. Francis of Assisi

	10th October
	World Mental Health Day

	18th October
	World Mission Day

	24th October
	United Nations Day



Other Faiths
	4th-5th September
	Mawlid al-Nabi (Islam)

	11th-13th September
	Rosh Hashanah (Judaism)

	20th-21st September
	Yom Kippur (Judaism)

	25th Sept- 6th Oct
	Sukkot (Judaism)

	2nd October
	Dussehra (Hindu)

	11th-20th October
	Navratri (Hindu)

	17th-21st October
	Durga Puja (Hindu)




“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

image4.jpeg
“‘“e\:ﬂl"““ing' God "e‘“?dt;,
A e

God Creates the World ceneis1a




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.png




image8.jpeg




image9.png




image2.png




image3.jpeg




