
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission Statement 

Rooted in gospel values St Cecilia’s Catholic School Community lives together, learns together, 
loves together. 

St Cecilia’s Primary School Art Policy 

DEFINITION “Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-

quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them 

with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 

design. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more rigorous 

understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and 

shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.” 

National Curriculum 2014 

AIMS             At St. Cecilia’s Primary School we Love, Live and Learn together. 

The Art Policy follows whole school guidance on the curriculum and how it is managed, organised, delivered, 

assessed and evaluated. It reflects agreed approaches to the whole school issues, ie. Teaching and learning 

strategies, differentiation, behaviour and discipline, special educational needs and equal opportunities. The 

implementation of the policy is the responsibility of all teaching staff. 

 At St. Cecilia’s the curriculum for art aims to ensure that all pupils: 

•     produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

• an active involvement in art, craft and design. 

•     become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

•     evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

• become visually literate and able to identify and apply key elements of art. 

•    read about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural                    

development of their art forms 

• have opportunities to experience a broad and balanced range of art activities and show 

progression within these experiences. 

TEACHING and PLANNING.  

At St. Cecilia’s our pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and 

their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds 

of art, craft and design. To support and challenge these skills we follow the Planbee Art Scheme and 

include further challenges in cross curriculum themes. 

All pupils should be taught: 

• to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

• to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with 

a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

• about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Foundation Stage  (Reception)       children will be taught: 

• Work purposely responding to colours, shapes, materials etc. 

• Create simple representations of people and other things. 

• Work spontaneously and enjoy the act of making/creating. 



• Sustain concentration and control when experimenting with tools and materials. 

• Recognise and describe key features of their own and others’ work. 

 

 

Key Stage 1  (Years 1 and 2)   children will be taught: 

• To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products. 

• To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination 

• To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line shape, 

form and space. 

• About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 

similarities between different practices and disciplines, making links to their own work. 

Key Stage 2  (Years 3 – 6)    children will be taught: 

• To develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 

experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 

• To create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

• To improve the mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials (ie. pencil, clay, charcoal, paint) 

• About great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Development of Vocabulary in Art and Design 

For each year group, a range of vocabulary will be taught across the units of work. Some vocabulary 

will have been previously taught to ensure that it has been retained and can be built upon. Other 

vocabulary will link to the current unit. Vocabulary will relate to art materials, processes, skills and 

focus artists. 

Differentiation and Assessment 

 St Cecilia’s staff maintain high expectations for all children and ensure that there are no barriers to 

every child achieving. We follow Art milestones to ensure activities are meaningful and purposeful. 

The Art subject leader identifies and emphasises 'crucial knowledge' to support retention and 

understanding through spaced repetition. 

Assessment includes: 

• Ongoing formative assessment (RCM: revisit, consolidate, move on). 

• Pre-assessment tasks to gauge prior knowledge and inform planning. 

• Post-assessment tasks to evaluate learning outcomes. 

• Weekly quizzes to retrieve information from previous topics. 

These assessments provide insights for teachers and the subject leader to monitor progress and 

inform future instruction. 

 

INCLUSION 

Together we aim for all the pupils, parents/carers and staff, to increase their participation within our 

school. This is achieved through the development of inclusive cultures, policies and practices. We 

take account of disability, race and gender to create a secure and accepting community where 



everyone feels valued. We strive for an outstanding school that provides an enriching and creative 

learning experience for all pupils. We respond to the diversity of need through our commitment to 

equality; overcoming potential barriers to learning and setting suitable personalised targets. Success 

is expected for every pupil. They should reach their full potential, recognising personal strengths and 

celebrating the achievements of themselves and others; both within the school and its wider 

community.  

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 Care should be taken to give each child the opportunity to learn about the global community, 

regardless of race, Religion, language or gender.  

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

 As with all other areas of children’s learning, we need the support of parents and carers to help us to 

maximise the development of each child’s potential. This would include helping the child with any 

research or homework which may be set. Asking parents to send in artefacts and inviting people to 

come in to talk about their past. Each term, the Art units will be outlined to ensure our parents/carers 

know what their child is learning about – Curriculum Map. There are opportunities each term when 

parents/carers can discuss their child’s progress with their teacher as part of Parents’ Evening 

meetings. Parents are encouraged to look through the children’s work and discuss their progress. 

RECORD KEEPING AND REPORTING  

As in all other areas of the curriculum, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Class 

teachers should keep records of work carried out be pupils and levels of achievement of the work. 

These achievements are logged in the Art Milestones termly and are used to provide an end of year 

grade. (Working towards, Expected or Greater Depth). The main record is kept in the child’s 

sketchbook which follows the child’s journey of Art through the school. Photographs are a useful tool 

to keep as a reminder of pupils’ achievements. Progress against key objectives is tracked using the 

Planbee’ criteria. Formative assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils in Art. It 

involves identifying each child’s progress in each aspect of the curriculum, determining what each 

child has learned and what should therefore be the next step in their learning. Formative assessment 

is mostly carried out informally by the teachers in the course of their teaching and should be based on 

the identified assessment opportunities. Children’s progress in Art is reported to parents through the 

pupil annual report and termly triangulation (Teacher, parent & pupil) consultation meetings. 

Health and Safety Guidelines 

When planning fieldwork, teachers must gain permission from the Headteacher before confirming a 

booking. A risk assessment must be completed for all trips, in line with the school’s Health and 

Safety Policy and the DfE’s 'Health and Safety on Educational Visits' guidelines. 

 

MONITORING and EVALUATION 

Teaching and Learning for Art is monitored by the Art Lead and is supported by staff monitoring 

sessions to complete Agreement Trials. These are confirmed by our neighbourhood cohort meetings. 

(Each year group will meet colleagues at Standardisation meetings to confirm our outcomes/grades.) 
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